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Using was and were correctly 

Worksheet 1 

When trying to decide which word to use, was or were, you look to 

the verb to find if it is subjunctive. A subjunctive verb expresses an 

action or state that is not reality, it is wished for, conditional, or 

hypothetical. If subjunctive, use were. If not, use was. ‘I’ is always 

used with was. 

Circle the word that best completes the sentence. 

1. I was/were going to the dance, but now I am not. 

2. We was/were thinking about being wizards for the party. 

3. I was/were considering a new hair color. 

4. The girls was/were going to paint the wall. 

5. He was/were on the couch when I left. 

6. If she was/were here, she is not now. 

7. If it was/were up to me we could all leave. 

8. I was/were leaving at noon, but didn’t make it. 

9. If he was/were here maybe we could see some magic. 

10. We was/were going to dinner before the storm. 

11. You was/were twenty minutes late for the meeting. 

12. They was/were three at the time. 

13. If she was/were early it would be a surprise. 

14. I was/were headed to the store. 

15. I was/were buying a gift. 
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Answer Sheet 

1. I was/were going to the dance, but now I am not. 

2. We was/were thinking about being wizards for the party. 

3. I was/were considering a new hair color. 

4. The girls was/were going to paint the wall. 

5. He was/were on the couch when I left. 

6. If she was/were here, she is not now. 

7. If it was/were up to me we could all leave. 

8. I was/were leaving at noon, but didn’t make it. 

9. If he was/were here maybe we could see some magic. 

10. We was/were going to dinner before the storm. 

11. You was/were twenty minutes late for the meeting. 

12. They was/were three at the time. 

13. If she was/were early it would be a surprise. 

14. I was/were headed to the store. 

15. I was/were buying a gift. 

 

 

 


